
[...] and non-pure

We all have works we wish we had seen, that we want to see, that we have 
missed...

For me Box with the Sound of its own Making (1961) by Robert Morris is 
one of those works.

From the time I was first told about it, some 20 years ago, until now, I 
have never had the chance to see it. Over this period I have imagined 
what it would be like - the works resonance has increased for me.

So now, unable to fly to St Louis to see it in exhibition, I will make my 
own box.

I do not have the original to refer to. I will therefore make a box that 
best describes what I know, think, feel and like about the box.

I will make the box by hand.

I will record my making of the box and play back the recording through a 
speaker inside the box.

This will be like the original.

I will change some things about the box because I think and feel those 
changes should be made.

I will change the size of the box to make it relate to me. This will be 
the longest dimension I can obtain from my head.

I will use a local, indigenous furniture grade wood because Robert Morris 
did. This will be selected according to what is available.

I will invite you to talk to me about the box, to tell me things about my 
box, and Morris's box. I will tell you what I think about Morris's box. 
We will talk for a while. This will also be recorded.

Once we have finished talking I will combine this new sound with the 
making sounds inside the box.

This will be the end of the performance.

[...] and non-pure is not entirely mine. It is not entirely Robert 
Morris's. It is not entirely the audiences.

But the work is complete.

Gavin McClafferty 22/04/2014


